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   News of the Family from The United Presbyterian Church at Whitinsville 

The United Presbyterian Church at Whitinsville 

51 Cottage St. (church) - 7 Spring St. (office), Whitinsville, MA 01588 

Phone:  508.234.8220           Website:  www.whitinpres.org          www.facebook.com/whitinpres 

Office E-mail:  office@whitinpres.net          

Rev. Dr. Susan DeHoff E-mail:  sldehoff@verizon.net 

Office Hours: 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM Monday & Wednesday 

          8:00 AM - 12:00 PM Thursday & Friday      

*The church office is CLOSED on Tuesdays.    

In case of emergencies, please call 774-246-6313 

RALLY DAY, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 @ 10:30 AM 

Hoping all our church family and friends can join us (whether in the 

sanctuary or remotely from home) as we kick off the fall with Rally Day 

on Sunday, September 13 at 10:30 a.m. 

We will be hearing from different ministries in the church to get an 

update on how they are doing and where they need your support. 

Please plan on joining us! 

Adult Sunday School 

We will resume our Sunday Morning Bible Study beginning on Sunday September 13, 2020 at 

9:30 AM via Zoom.  We will pick up where we left off with our study of miracles in the 

Gospel of John.  All are welcome and since we are going to be using Zoom, feel free to invite 

others for great discussion and study of Scripture.  More details to follow.  Enjoy the sunshine 

and may God keep you in His care until we gather again. no experience required, just have a 

bible handy to follow along.  Go brew your coffee and pull up a chair to join everyone.  Please 

let me know if you have any questions.  We will be zooming again in no time!  Austin 

Reichert  

Blackstone Valley Crop Hunger Walk  

The annual Blackstone Valley Crop Hunger Walk which was to be held on Saturday 

October 17th, has become a "virtual" walk due to the current social gathering 

restrictions.  Folks are welcome to hold personal small group walks to show solidarity to 

those in need. We are still able to accept donations via cash, check or online (webpage 

coming soon). Flyers will be posted in the church. Please contact Tanya Morin at      

508-341-6652 or danvillegirl348@gmail.com  

mailto:danvillegirl348@gmail.com


 

**Sunday Morning Worship Schedule** 

    

        Adult Education   9:30AM - 10:30AM 
      Morning Worship Service  10:30AM - 11:30AM (in Sanctuary and online) 
  
 
        “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them”     Matthew 18:20 
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~ September ~  

Ministries  Sept 6 Sept 13 Sept 20 Sept 27 Oct 4 

Worship  
Leader K. Bilodeau M. Thomas R. Thomas C. Matchett K. Bilodeau 

Ushers 
L. Walsh G. Giemza K. Miedema L Joyce C. Matchett 

Sound Board 
G. Giemza M. Thomas G. Giemza G. Giemza G. Giemza 

Power Point N. Redden N. Joyce M. Thomas N. Redden R. Thomas 

September Birthday Corner 
 Tom Frieswyk   9/1  

 Aaron Phoebe   9/1  

 Kyla Nadeau    9/2  

 Corine Shannon   9/3  

 Lily Bilodeau    9/10  

 Christopher Szajna   9/16  

 Dan Gniadek    9/17  

 Danielle Redden   9/17  

 Jason Morin    9/20  

 Mike Zeis   9/22  

 Jean Finnegan   9/25  

 Corey Matchett   9/26  

 Diana Pedersen   9/27  

September Anniversary Corner 
  
 Bob & Harriet Platt   9/1  

 Ron & Judy Garabedian  9/22  
 Kevin & Liz Redden   9/23  

  

If the church office doesnõt have you/your familyõs birthday/anniversary information, let your church 

family celebrate your special days with you.  Please call Alice in the office at 508 -234-8220 or email 

the office at office@whitinpres.net so we can include your birthday/anniversary dates in the Sunday 

bulletins and monthly newsletter.  

Your service is very important. If you cannot serve on the date listed, please switch with another person and inform 

the church secretary of the change. 
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As we move into September and begin another program year, the pandemic remains with us.  Like 

one of those health crises that bombards our individual lives, the pandemic has been a health crisis 

bombarding our lives collectively.  Like any other health crisis, it has hung around much longer 

than we anticipated – or wanted, and it has interrupted the flow of our lives.  Health crises – 

mental or physical – are not fun.  They are exhausting, trying, mettle-testing times that we simply 

want to end. 

And, at some point in time they all do, one way or another. 

Initially, the common approach to coping with the unexpected and unwanted interruptions to the steady 

movement of life is to find a way to stop the crisis.  We look for a magic pill, a silver bullet, or a safe escape.  When 

that doesn’t work, we often simply deny the reality of the crisis and attempt to go right on with “business as usual.”  I 

daresay we’ve tried all of those coping mechanisms lately and found them sadly lacking in ability to make the pandemic 

go away, 

So, we’re stuck with it for a while longer.  We’re stuck with masks, talking to, crying with, and laughing in 

spite of across a six foot distance for a while longer.  And the activities we depend on to make us feel excited, 

exuberant, and happy are “on ice” for the foreseeable future.  Poor us! 

Several years ago a close friend experienced one of those health crises that required a couple weeks of 

hospitalization.  Her youngest was just a few month old.  The other two were still toddlers.  There was no changing 

the circumstances; “they were what they were.”  Shut away from family and friends, she decided to turn the time into 

a spiritual retreat.  The private room she was in lent itself well to this endeavor, and her husband brought her books 

and tapes to guide her quest for a deeper connection to God. 

Can we not resolve to do the same as we continue to cope with the loss of favorite forms of entertainment, 

large family celebration meals, large recreational gatherings, and heavily attended parties?  There’s a lot of high quality 

material out there, from classics written by Augustine, C. S. Lewis, Andrew Murray, and Watchman Nee to more 

current authors such as Joan Gray, Max Lucado, and Eugene Petersen.  They all call us to do more than self-soothe. 

Not all of our spiritual growth and discipleship learning needs to occur in classes made up of many people 

listening to a teacher or discussion leader.  Time spent alone with God, reading Scripture, praying, or reading material 

such as the above can deepen our relationship with God just as much, if not more, as sitting in a classroom.  One 

does not need to be an introvert to find advantages in spending time alone with God.  In fact, I would go so far as to 

say that never spending time alone with God and always needing to be in the presence of other people suggests a 

need for help in knowing who one is as an individual person. 

There are all sorts of questions that can be answered only through communion with God.  Questions such as 

who I am in the presence of God; what God has created me to fulfill; and where God is calling me to work with him 

are among the many. 

Even as a church we can use this time, when we cannot conduct church life as usual, to look for other ways to 

engage ministry.  I am writing this column while I am on vacation, and one of the books I am reading is Watchman 

Nee’s What Shall This Man Do?  In it he talks about the way in which Peter, Paul, and John had very different, yet 

definitely intertwined ministries.  Peter was the “catcher of men.”  He brought people from many nations and walks of 

life into the body of Christ.  Paul, the tent maker, brought structure to the church, giving form to the church as the 

body of Christ.  Paul built the church on the foundation laid by the earthly ministry of Jesus, but as he himself 

experienced, there were challenges to maintaining that foundation.  Where the church fell prey to other teachings, 

putting cracks in its foundation, John, the repairer of nets, brought the needed restoration. 

It would seem that the church of today is engaged in all three of these ministries, at different times and at 

different places.  Certainly it is very difficult to bring in more people just now.  Perhaps this is a good time to renew 

our awareness of the foundation on which the church is built: the life, death, resurrection, and teachings of Jesus the 

Messiah, and to check our foundation for places where we may be trying to weaken it with cultural and societal ideas, 

customs, and desires that do not fit with our true foundation. 

Trying with all our might to continue in the way we are accustomed to carrying out our lives and ministry, an 

endeavor that is bound to be unsuccessful at this time, we may miss an opportunity God is giving us deepen our 

spiritual lives and strengthen our church’s foundation. 
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From Rep. John Lewis 

Before he died, Rep. John Lewis wrote an essay that he wished all Americans to read after his death.  His essay was shared 

in the July 31 Boston Presbytery Newsletter, and we are sharing it in our September Newsletter.  As we watch news clips 

of peaceful demonstrations and riotous protests following the death of George Floyd and ponder what Paul said in Galatians 

3:28, “There is neither jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus,” Rep. Lewis’s essay seems very appropriate.  

Together, You Can Redeem the Soul of Our Nation 

While my time here has now come to an end, I want you to know that in the last days and hours of my life you inspired me. 

You filled me with hope about the next chapter of the great American story when you used your power to make a 

difference in our society. Millions of people motivated simply by human compassion laid down the burdens of division. 

Around the country and the world you set aside race, class, age, language and nationality to demand respect for human 

dignity. 

That is why I had to visit Black Lives Matter Plaza in Washington, though I was admitted to the hospital the following day. I 

just had to see and feel it for myself that, after many years of silent witness, the truth is still marching on. 

Emmett Till was my George Floyd. He was my Rayshard Brooks, Sandra Bland and Breonna Taylor. He was 14 when he was 

killed, and I was only 15 years old at the time. I will never ever forget the moment when it became so clear that he could 

easily have been me. In those days, fear constrained us like an imaginary prison, and troubling thoughts of potential brutality 

committed for no understandable reason were the bars. 

Though I was surrounded by two loving parents, plenty of brothers, sisters and cousins, their love could not protect me 

from the unholy oppression waiting just outside that family circle. Unchecked, unrestrained violence and government-

sanctioned terror had the power to turn a simple stroll to the store for some Skittles or an innocent morning jog down a 

lonesome country road into a nightmare. If we are to survive as one unified nation, we must discover what so readily takes 

root in our hearts that could rob Mother Emanuel Church in South Carolina of her brightest and best, shoot unwitting 

concertgoers in Las Vegas and choke to death the hopes and dreams of a gifted violinist like Elijah McClain. 

Like so many young people today, I was searching for a way out, or some might say a way in, and then I heard the voice of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on an old radio. He was talking about the philosophy and discipline of nonviolence. He said we 

are all complicit when we tolerate injustice. He said it is not enough to say it will get better by and by. He said each of us 

has a moral obligation to stand up, speak up and speak out. When you see something that is not right, you must say 

something. You must do something. Democracy is not a state. It is an act, and each generation must do its part to help build 

what we called the Beloved Community, a nation and world society at peace with itself. 

Ordinary people with extraordinary vision can redeem the soul of America by getting in what I call good trouble, necessary 

trouble. Voting and participating in the democratic process are key. The vote is the most powerful nonviolent change agent 

you have in a democratic society. You must use it because it is not guaranteed. You can lose it. 

You must also study and learn the lessons of history because humanity has been involved in this soul-wrenching, existential 

struggle for a very long time. People on every continent have stood in your shoes, through decades and centuries before 

you. The truth does not change, and that is why the answers worked out long ago can help you find solutions to the 

challenges of our time. Continue to build union between movements stretching across the globe because we must put away 

our willingness to profit from the exploitation of others. 

Though I may not be here with you, I urge you to answer the highest calling of your heart and stand up for what you truly 

believe. In my life I have done all I can to demonstrate that the way of peace, the way of love and nonviolence is the more 

excellent way. Now it is your turn to let freedom ring. 

When historians pick up their pens to write the story of the 21st century, let them say that it was your generation who laid 

down the heavy burdens of hate at last and that peace finally triumphed over violence, aggression and war. So I say to you, 

walk with the wind, brothers and sisters, and let the spirit of peace and the power of everlasting love be your guide. 

 

John Lewis, the civil rights leader and congressman who died on July 17, wrote this essay shortly before his death.  appeared 

in the New York Times and the date it appeared: July 30, 2020  
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Ordination & Installation July 12, 2020 

Judy Salzberg, Elder Mark Thomas, Elder 

Ronda Thomas & Chris Lee, Deacon 

Jim Baker, Elder 

Debbie Baker, Deacon 
Lynne Walsh, Elder 

Katrina Bilodeau, Trustee Tim Wiegers & Todd Schelin, Trustee 

Eric Schelin, Youth Trustee  

Kim Mercer, Deacon 
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 Prayers of the People 

 Prayers of Praise and Concern  
Joys and Concerns 

 

Judy Salzberg's last living aunt, Aunt Lois Lees of Stratford, NJ, passed away  two days after her 96th birthday 

and after a long illness. Prayers for peace for her children, Bill and Linda. 

Asking for prayers for Annmarie's mom, Edie. She has been having trouble getting around due to hip and lower 

back pain, left side. Dr. wants her to get a CT scan of the area and mom is anxious...we all are.  

 

Please Pray for Judy's niece Amy.   Amy lives alone in California. This summer she has had a difficult time with 

her Asthma.  A CScan in June showed a shadow in her right Lung which doctors thought was pneumonia.  A 

second Scan in July indicated the shadow in her lung had grown. Amy is now awaiting results of a biopsy. Please pray that the 

results will show no cancer.  Prayers that Amy will come to know our Lord and Savior would also be appreciated.   

 

Asking for prayers for Annmarie's mom, Edie. She has been having trouble getting around due to hip and lower back pain, left side. 

Dr. wants her to get a CT scan of the area and mom is anxious...we all are.  

 

Ronda's previous pastor Dave  David Tilly (of the Montpelier, OHIO Presbyterian Church) passed away early last 

Thursday morning, after multiple health issues that were exacerbated after a fall in his home. Pastor Dave  was a very active person 

in Montpelier and everybody loved and enjoyed his presence. 

 

Jim and Debbie Baker have a prayer of thanks that their nephew, Kevin, is home and recovering from his hospitalization.  Tests 

show that his heart is strong so that he would be able to withstand whatever plan drs. decide to implement regarding Kevinôs failing 

liver. 

 

Jim and Debbie also have a prayer of thanks that the little boy for whom we have prayed for healing due to leukemia is doing well.  

He recently had a bone marrow biopsy, and there were no cancer cells!  So he is now able to undergo the next round of treatment. 

  

Tanya Morin asks prayers for her Uncle Kenny who had a stroke which affected his speech and then another one that has interfered 

with his mental faculties.  He has become a danger to himself, and his wife and son are trying to care for him at home.  Prayers for 

recovery for Kenny and strength for his family who are caring for him. 

 

 

Remember Those in Hospitals, Rehab Centers and Nursing Homes: 

Leona Cook - St. Camillus Health Center, 447 Hill Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588 

Gloria Rauth - Whitney Place, 85 Beaumont Dr., Rm 11, Northbridge, MA 01534 

Ruth Hoekstra - Linwood Apartments No. 105, 670 Linwood Avenue, Whitinsville, MA 01588 

Jim Remillard – 20 Fair Street, Uxbridge, MA  01569 

Nancy Freiswyk – Beaumont Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center, Beaumont Dr., Room 222, Northbridge, MA 01534 

Anne MacLeod - Cottonmill Apartments #202, 17 Douglas Rd, Whitinsville, MA  01588 

 

Making Your Requests for Prayer Known 
(1) You may use our Email prayer chain (upcwprayerchain@googlegroups.com) to share your prayer request. (2) Before the 

worship service, write your request on a piece of paper & give it to the worship leader. (3) During the worship service, 

share your request during the ñPrayers of the Peopleò segment. OR (4) Call (508-234-8220) or Email (whitinpres@gmail.com) your 

request to the church office. 

Weekly Scoop 

If you haven't been getting the Scoop and would like to stay in the loop, sign up to be 

on our email mailing list here:   https://mailchi.mp/7373e3c0d1ec/the-scoop 

mailto:upcwprayerchain@googlegroups.com
mailto:whitinpres@gmail.com
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Deaconôs Corner -- for September 

During this challenging time of dealing with the deadly Corona Virus, we are all having to change our lifestyles. Finding ways to 

compensate with this can be a real trial….As Christians we are not privileged to be unaffected by it, as we are just as human as 

everybody else. But we can help others to deal with the challenges that are now in front of us and assist each other in creative 

ways. 

     Examples of reaching out to friends (and extended family members) is to find creative outlets that allow us to still lead a 

productive life. Some ideas can be as simple as these: 

• Read a book and share it with a friend or neighbor (it can even be a bible story!) 

• Listen to your favorite music, or musician 

• Watch a favorite TV show or movie 

• Play a game with your family (board games, cards, charades, etc.) 

• Call someone on the phone you haven’t talked to for a while (or maybe even set a regular time to call someone you 

care about) 

• Find a creative activity (painting, carving, even scrapbooking!) that will keep you busy and can be fun to do with 

somebody else! 

• Learn a new hobby (painting, macramé, knitting, drawing, etc.) 

• Help a lonely neighbor that can’t get out (i.e. buy groceries and deliver, assist with an outside project, surprise them 

with flowers, etc.) 

• Be creative in the kitchen; try a new recipe you want to try! 

• Take time to pray…either alone or with someone else, it always helps! 

Remember, prayer is a special opportunity for each of us to build a personal relationship with God. We use it to ask questions, 

confess to our lower moments, and share concerns. Although we have those moments when we don’t think our prayers are 

answered, just remember…God hears every prayer! We may not always get the answer we want, but HE listens to EVERY 

prayer that is sent to heaven, and will answer us in HIS time and in HIS own way.  God can, and will bless us in ways that we 

may not even fathom, but He listens…ALWAYS! 

 Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In ever thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 

you. 

    ---- 1 Thessalonians 5: 16--18 


