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Homespun Holidays is happening 

on Saturday, November 5th from 

10 am—2pm.  

 

Crafts * Attic Treasures *  

Bake Sale * Harvest Table 

Holiday Decorations * Kid’s Corner 

Gift Baskets * 18” Doll Clothes *  

Quilts 

All proceeds from this event 

devoted to our missions 

Sponsored by the Kathryn M Huston  

Mission Circle 

Join us for Christ 

the King Sunday 

and Thanksgiving 

Service on 

Sunday, 

November 20. 

All are welcome. 



                                         ***Sunday Morning Worship Schedule*** 

                                         Adult Education                                        9:00AM - 10:30AM 

      Children’s Sunday School    9:30 AM 

      Morning Worship Service   10:30AM - 11:30AM 

     Coffee Fellowship                                      11:30 AM 

 
        “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them”     Matthew 18:20 

~ November – December ~ 

Ministries November 6 November 13 November 20 November 27 December 4 

Worship  

Leader 

 

R. Thomas J. Finnegan S. Santora L.Walsh M. Alling 

Greeters Chris Lee B. Giezma D. Baker T. Morin J. Baker 

Ushers 
J. Baker L. Walsh J. Baker J. Baker Debbie Baker 

Sound Board 
G. Giemza G. Giemza M. Thomas G. Giemza G. Giemza 

Power Point M. Thomas M. Alling L. Walsh K. Mercer R. Thomas 

Media 
K. Remillard M. Thomas K. Remillard J. Tobin J. Tobin 

Coffee  

Fellowship J. and D. Baker Gaye M. Tanya M. 
J. Finnegan/L. 

Walsh 
K. Mercer 

November Birthday Corner 

Molly Powers           11/6 

Greg Giemza             11/10 

Melody Powers          11/10 

Rena Matchett         11/13 

Jennifer Connelly 11/15 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

Nov 6  C. Pilibian       Dec. 4 C. Pilibosian 

Nov 13   L. Walsh 

Nov 20  S. Santora 

Nov 27 K. Mercer 

November Anniversary 

Tony &Suzanne Santoro 11/29 



 November 2022 

 

 In his letter to the congregation, Rev. DeMarco, Stated Clerk of the 

presbytery and UPCoW’s liaison to the Committee on Ministry (COM), stated 

that the church is now going to have to come to terms with its conflicts with past 

pastors.  When he spoke to the congregation at the called congregational meeting 

on September 18, he noted the church’s long history of conflict between lay 

leadership and pastoral leadership, a history known by presbytery leadership for 

many years. 

 

 While that is, indeed, something that now must be done before COM will feel ready to recommend 

this church to a new pastor thinking of becoming an installed pastor, I wonder if your first task needs to be 

that of reflecting on your common ground.  There has been much focus of attention the last couple of years 

on the matter of how and by whom the church is governed.  But surely that is not the only matter of 

importance to members of Christ’s body. 

 

 As we enter this season of Thanksgiving and prepare to hang leaves expressing that for which we are 

thankful on the Thanksgiving Tree, what are the things for which you are thankful to God?  My guess is that 

what is written on those leaves shows quite a bit of common ground.  Each person reading this column, for 

example, surely knows that others in the church are thankful for family, health, faith, and God’s providence. 

 

 The God who has given to you all that you have, including family, health, and faith, is the one God to 

whom you all belong.  I’m going to go out on a limb here and suggest that sometimes Christians put far more 

emphasis on church than they put on God.  And as long as I’m already out on that limb, I’m going to say 

further that sometimes we Christians say far more prayers of supplication and intercession than we say of 

praise and thanksgiving. 

 

 So before you start focusing attention on the source and cause of authority conflicts, spend some 

time individually focusing attention on the vast variety of gifts and blessings you’ve received from God this 

past year.  Get beneath the surface of the generic family, health, faith terminology, and get down to specifics.  

What do you have to include in prayers (and that is prayers plural) of praise and thanksgiving to God?  

Specifically, what about family, health and faith this year gives you reason to offer prayers of praise and 

thanksgiving?  Make a list! 

 

 After you have spent some time with God focusing on these things and reached a conclusion about 

your list for this year, find someone with whom you can have a mutual conversation (someone in addition to 

your spouse) and share with each other what you are thankful for.  Have conversation about how prayers of 

thanks and praise deepen your faith and draw you closer to God. 

 

 Happy Thanksgiving, Brothers and Sisters in Christ!  Enjoy the moments of giving thanks and praise to 

our Father in heaven. 

 

Pastor Susan 



Deacon’s Corner 
 Marilyn opened the meeting with prayer. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Set up the schedule for when the Deacons would assist with the in-church and homebound 

communion. 

 A schedule was made for Deacons who will assist in counting the money collected during the weekly 

offerings.  

  It was also agreed that we need to remind people in the congregation to turn in emergency 

medical cards, as few have been turned in. We just want to make sure that we can assist anyone who 

needs any kind of medical attention. 

  The Deacons also agreed that CPR training at church is a possibility of anyone needs it.. 

  As caregivers to members that live in assisted living areas, we shared our visits to those who 

enjoy our presence as often as we could make it. These visits are not just a commitment for us, but 

also a joy to be able to brighten up their day (as well as our own!). We want to encourage members of 

the church to write a note or send a card if they cannot visit these homebound members, as they get 

lonely. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

   Marilyn Alling agreed to be a Deacon to assist the Trustees in finding someone to replace the gutters 
on the sanctuary building. 

 

         Deacons voted to provide 3 Thanksgiving Baskets for the NAC Thanksgiving Basket project this 

year.  The agreed to ask the congregation to help by donating some canned goods.  

 The meeting was adjourned with prayer concerns (and joys!) included.  

 

TRUSTEE YARD SALE NOV. 5 10AM TO 2PM AT THE CHURCH 
  
The long awaited Trustees Yard Sale takes place this Sat., Nov. 5.  Several people have contributed some 
nice items.  Among them is the following sample; 

         Amazon Echo 

         Walnut mantle clock 

         Signed, numbered G. C. Welch winter scene print 

         Kitchen tables 

         Vintage Pennsylvania House solid cherry bedroom set (don’t just rob the piggy bank; grab all 
the cash under the mattress for this one!!) 

         Concrete, outdoor planters 
  
The yard sale benefits the church as a whole, and therefore its total mission to both members and the 

community at large. 



THANK YOU’S 

Thank you to Tanya Morin and Kimberly Mercer for organizing the Heritage Luncheon and to all the 
wonderful cooks who contributed the delicious food!!  From Everyone who enjoyed the luncheon. 
  
Thank you to Ken Remillard for creating the wedding photo display and the slide show for Heritage 
Sunday.  - Session 
  

Thank you, Kimberly Mercer, for all the work you did to get the locks changed and bringing that project to a 

good conclusion!  Job well done!!  Pastor Susan 

  

Thanks to Zachary Morin who mowed the church lawn on a moments notice. Session, Trustees, & Tanya 

Morin 

Thanks to Don Mateer and Todd Schelin f or finishing the connection from the sump pump to the 
underground pipe that goes under the driveway. Lynne Walsh 

I would like to thank Marilyn for helping with getting quotes for the gutters for the Trustees. Kim Mercer

  

CROP  WALK 

The Blackstone Valley Crop Hunger Walk, held on October 22nd, had beautiful weather and about 50 

walkers. One little boy was so excited to donate change from his piggy bank. If we all gave like him, 

what a world it would be.  Just because the walk is over, doesn't mean we are done collecting donations. 

Please encourage others to donate online.  For more information on donating  to the CROP Walk, please 

contact Tanya Morin 

2022 Blackstone Valley 

CROP  Walkers The boy emptied his piggy bank and gave 

all his money to the CROP Walk. 



Church Family News 

Mallorie Mercer off to  

The University of Tennessee at Knoxville 

The September 2022 edition 

Of  the UPCoW Pickup Choir 



Tanya Morin and Guests 

 

Her Son, Zack  

 

And Friend, Olivia 

HERITAGE SUNDAY 

 

October 30, 2022 



WHAT IS PRAYER? 

Sunday, June 26, 2023 was hot inside the church. The fans stirred the air, providing some relief to the 
congregation. The service proceeded smoothly until two-thirds of the way through Pastors Susan’s sermon, she 
stopped preaching and everyone turned toward the back of the sanctuary where an elderly member of the 
congregation had fainted. First aid was administered and the local EMT’s were called and the woman was taken to 
a local hospital. 

Then, Susan led the congregation in a corporate prayer and many in the congregation offered prayers for our 
friend. For most of us, that is our typical prayer, asking God to aid an individual who has presently or will soon 
experience difficulties. But, is this the only kind of prayer? 

Another formula for prayer is the acronym, ACTS. ACTS stands for Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and 
Supplication. In a worship service we normally have a prayer of confession-both individually and corporately. This 
leaves adoration and thanksgiving. We often begin the worship service with a responsive call to worship from a 
Psalm, praising and thanking God. Hymns are often used as prayers that fit these two categories of prayer. The 
Prayer of Dedication after the offering is collected is also a prayer of thanksgiving, thanking God for all that we 
have been given even as we give a small token back to God for God to use in the work of the church. 

How do we pray during the rest of the week? Some of us pray at home early in the morning or before a meal. I 
have been using a devotional published by the Roman Catholic Church entitled Give Us This Day that follows an 
ancient Christian practice of two daily prayer times, a morning and an evening prayer. In the 5th century, Benedict 
of Nursia, introduced a practice of praying seven times per day in the monastic communities he founded.in Italy. 
These prayers starting in the morning are: Matins/Vigils (2 am), Lauds (5 am), Terce (9 am). Sext,(noon), None (3 
pm), Vespers (6 pm) and Compline (7 pm-before retiring for the night). Prayer became a daily routine for the 
monks that continues today as I witnessed several years ago in a cloistered community of Sisters of Poor Clares, 
the female counterparts to the Benedictines. Not only do they pray at those specific times, but their daily work is an 
offering of prayer to God. (The biblical reference comes from I Thessalonians). One’s entire day becomes a time 
for prayer, offering oneself to God. 

But how do we pray? Everyone who calls themselves a Christian should be able to pray; it does not take fifty-
dollar theological terms to pray to God. Prayer according to Timothy Jones states that prayer is more art than 
science, one converses/talks to God. Prayer involves talking to God in our deepest expressions and everyday times. 
Jones defines prayer in its simplest terms as “the language of relationship between us and God.” Our hunger for 
God was placed in us by--God who knows how best to satisfy it..Henri Nouwen writes: “I know that the fact I am 
always searching for God, always struggling to discover the fullness of love, always yearning for complete truth, 
tells me that I have already been given a taste of God, of love and of Truth  

Since we have the desire to pray, we can pray. Since we want to pray, suggests that God is waiting for us to 
respond. All we need to do to pray is to begin with a “willing heart.”  

Prayer is more than words; it is a relationship with God. 1) Prayer begins where we are not where we should be . 2) 
Prayer begins with the little things.. 3) If we pray for our common concerns, then we realize our total dependence 
on God 4) A needful prayer “often grows into something deeper.  

To summarize, prayer is a relationship with God more than just words. Prayer should entail one’s entire life, not 
just one hour during the worship service on a Sunday morning. It can be considered work but it should not be 
considered drudgery or just something we have to do. It should be a celebration of our relationship with God, 

SOURCES CONSULTED 

Jones, Timothy. The Art of Prayer: A  Simple Guide to Conversation with God. Colorado  Springs: 
 WaterBooks, 2005. 

 

Nouwen, J. M Henri. Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World. New York:  
 Crossroad, 1992. 

 



 
 “Homespun Holidays 2022” 

Holiday Cheer to All! 

Apple pies rule! 

Pastries of  all kinds 

Presents for under the tree. 

Yummy cookies at our famous Cookie Walk! 

Harvest results—jams, jellies, and relishes 

Opportunities to see friends 

More money for helping others 

Everyone enjoys a bargain! 

Something for all ages 

Plenty of  unusual items at Attic Treasures 

Unique crafts for every occasion 

Never forget the Reason for the Season! 

Happy masked faces everywhere! 

Often finding that special items you always wanted 

Ladies and men work together to make this event a success 

Includes gifts for every occasion 

Doing the Lord’s work through Missions 

Another assortment of  attractive Theme Baskets 

Yearly event—always in November 

Spirit of  the Season prevails! 

By: Bev Keeler; edited by Mark Thomas 



 

Prayers of  Praise and Concern  

 

Keep Judy Salzberg and her son Rich in your prayers, as they continue to recover from COVID. 

Keep Ruth Hoekstra in your prayers, as the last of her 3 cats, Danali, had to be put to sleep recently.  

She and Danali had shared their lives together for 19 years. 

Marilyn Alling asks prayers for a friend named Marilyn whose husband died recently and she is struggling 

with several serious health issues.  She recently had to move into a nursing home. 

Marilyn also has a prayer of joy that come Spring she will be blessed with her first granddaughter. 

Carol Pilibosian reminds us to pray for the people in Ft. Myers, Florida who have been so hard hit by 

Hurricane Ian.   

Susan LaMar asks prayers for her brother, David, who lives in VA and in spite of being vaxed and 

boosted has contracted a bad case of Covid. 

Diana Pedersen asks prayers for her sister-in-law, Gene (jenna) who has recently had surgery for ovarian 

cancer that was supposed to be followed up by chemotherapy, but that has been delayed because she 

has contracted cancer. 

Diana also asks prayers for a friend, Cheryl, who has recently had surgery for cancer. 

Gay McCrea asks prayers for a person for whom she provides care, David, who was transferred from a 

rehab facility to Mass General this week due to severe intestinal pain.  He has no family and can no 

longer work.   

We have a prayer of praise and joy that Greg Giemza is back with us , after fighting off pneumonia and 

Lyme Disease.  We thank God for that healing and pray that God will make the rest of the recovery and 

the end of fatigue go quickly. 

Mike Sabourin has a prayer of joy and thanks that his leg is fine and no blood clots ever developed. 

Jean Finnegan has a prayer of joy and thanks that the drs. at Milford Regional were able to diagnose that 

asthma had caused her to feel weak and that they were able to prescribe medication that helps. 

We continue to keep Bev Keeler in our prayers as she adjusts to life at Brookside, and we continue to 

keep Harriet Platt in our prayers as she works through the grief of losing both her daughter and her 

husband in less than a year. 

Angelo Mirabile asks prayers for a friend, Cynthia, who has been diagnosed with breast cancer. 

Carol Pilibosian asks prayers for her husband’s best friend in IN, who is now in hospice care. 

Ronda Thomas has a prayer of thanks and praise that her brother is able to see through both eyes, 

although he is partially blind in one eye. 

Jean also asks prayers for her youngest son, Bill, who cannot work as a volunteer fireman anymore due 

to COPD and emphysema.    

Susan DeHoff ask prayers for the family of her good friend Mary Lou Trimble, who went to be with the 

Lord yesterday morning. 

 

 



IMPORTANT NOVEMBER 2022 EVENTS 

Tues. 1 Set up for Treasures for the Fair 

Wed. 2 Peace of  Bread   

  6:30 PM FH Setup for the Fair 

Thurs. 3 6:30 PM Finished Baskets Drop-off for the Fair 

Fri. 4  6:30 PM Craft and Bake Sale Donation Drop off for the Fair 

Sat. 5  10-2 Homespun Holidays and Trustee Yard Sale 

 

Sun 6  DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 

  9 AM Adult Sun Sch (ZOOM) 10:30 AM Worship Service (All Saints Day Observance) 

  11:45 AM Coffee Fellowship 1:00  PM Bob Stains Facilitator Training 

Mon 7  7 PM Session Prayer Meeting 

Wed 9  Peace of Bread   

Fri 11  Veterans Day   December Newsletter Deadline 

 

Sun 13  9 AM Adult Sun Sch (ZOOM) 10:30 AM Worship Service 

  11:45 AM  Coffee Fellowship Noon Children’s Choir Practice 

  12:15 PM Officer Training 

Wed 16 Peace of Bread 

Sun 20  9 AM Adult Sun Sch (ZOOM) 10:30 AM Worship Service-Christ the King Sunday 

  11:45 AM Coffee Fellowship  Noon Children’s Choir Practice 

  Noon New Members Class  

Mon 21 7 PM Session Business Meeting 

Thur 24 Thanksgiving Day 

 

Sun 27  9 AM Adult Sun Sch (ZOOM) 10:30 AM Worship Service—First Sun of Advent 

  11:45 AM Coffee Fellowship   Noon Children’s Choir Practice 

  Noon New Members Class  

Mon 28 6:30 PM Deacon’s Meeting 
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